L'Oiseau de Feu of Igor Stravinsky (London Symphony Orchestra, 
Claudio Abbado, conductor; WNCN) 


Aesthetic forms and their presentation to the world and at the 
conclusion of the first performance of The Firebird on June 255 
1910 Claude Debussy rushed backstage and embraced Igor Stravinsky. 
Claude Debussy age 48 and Igor Stravinsky age 28 and what is the 
relation of centers of artistic production to the song of the earth 
and what is the relation of centers of artistic production to the 
rhythm of the earth. Paris in the first four decades of this 
century and is it a question of giving or of not taking away and 

if it is a question of giving what is given and if it is a question 
of not taking away what is not taken away. The work of art and the 
song of the earth and the work of art and the rhythm of the.earth 
and the city of Bruges and the city of Venice and the city of 
Florence and the list could be expanded at will. Centers of art 
and centers of artistic creation and the earth: centers of life 
and centers of artistic creation and the earth. And what of earth- 
quakes and volcanoes and hurricanes and Vesuvius erupted in 79 A.D. 
and the cities of Herculanum and Pompei were no more and at 7:50 AM 
on May 8, 1902 Mount Pelée erupted and all but one of the 30,000 
inhabitants of the city of St. Pierre on the island of Martinique 
were killed and on March 30, 1956 Mount Bezymyannaya in Kamchatka 
in Siberia erupted and expelled two point four billion tons of 
rocks and no one was killed. All Saints' Day in 1755 and the earth 
quaked and during the Renaissance it was believed that the earth's 
surface imprisoned diseased airs and when the surface of the earth 
was broken these diseased airs were released and cholera and other 
pestilences were the result and in Henry IV, Part I Shakespeare 
wrote that "Diseased Nature oftentimes breaks forth/ In strange 
eruptions; oft the teeming Earth/ Is with a kind of colic pinched 
and vexed/ By the imprisoning of unruly wind/ Within her womb..." 
Seismic disturbances and the song of the earth and the rhythm of 
the earth and did the spectators in the Théatre des Champs Elys€es 
on May 29, 1913 suspect that the world was coming to an end. Art- 
disturbances and seismic disturbances and Mendelssohn conducted 
the world première of Schumann's Symphony No. 2 in © major and 
Claude Debussy rushed backstage and embraced Igor Stravinsky 


at the conclusion of the first performance of L'Oiseau de Feu. 
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